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Disaster prevention and reduction education for preschool children — The Taiwan’s experience
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[ Abstract]

Taiwan 1s frequently hit by earthquakes and typhoons due to i1ts geographical and geological characteristics. The risk of flooding, landslides, and debris flows has become higher as a result of the extreme weather events which
might be attributed to climate change. As a result, the perceived i1mportance of disaster prevention and reduction education has been growing significantly. Furthermore, the challenge of low birth rate of Taiwan 1s becoming even more
serious. On one hand, the Ministry of Education (MOE) emphasizes on the quality of education and care of preschool children; but on the other hand, it has also been spending increasing effort on the promotion of disaster risk
reduction education 1n order to provide a safe and unworried environment for children. In 2010, the MOE published the play books and multimedia kit for disaster risk reduction for preschool children, and 22 kindergartens have
participated in the experimental program on disaster prevention and reduction capacity building administered by the MOE during 2014~2017. There are also several local governments started their own supporting program on enhancing
disaster risk prevention and reduction of kindergartens and held contests for development of teaching plans and education materials on disaster prevention and reduction education for kindergartens.

Currently, the disaster prevention and reduction education experimental program 1s being evaluated to assess 1ts effectiveness and efficiency.
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